THE DEATH OF COCHISE.

A TALK WITH THE APACHE CHIEF
- ON HIS DEATH-BED.
REPORT FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT OF
INDIAN AFFAIRS—GOOD EFFECT OF
THE AGREEMENT WITH COCHISE—THRE
! DYING CHIEF IN CAMP—HIS LAST
MOUNT-—REASONS FOR REMOVING THE

INDIANS TO THX RESERVATION.
From Qur Quwn Oorrespondent.
W ASHINGTON, Tuesday, Qct. 27, 1874,

The following report of the Superintendent
of Indian Affairs for New-Mexico, coutaining an ac-
count of an interview with the famous Apache
Chief, Cochise, just betore his deatt, will be printed
in the volume of the report of the Commissioner of
Tondian Affairs:

OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFF‘AJRS,}
SANTA Fp, New-Mesico, June 30, 1574,

Ilon. E. P. Swmith, Cominissioner of Indian Afairs,
Washington, D. C.:

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following re-
port of my visit to the Chiricauhua Reservation.
and of my. interviews with Agoent Jeflords and
Cochise, under instructions from your ofiice.

After making my last report from Fort McRae, in
which I described the proposed Hot Springs Reser-
vation and gave the reasons why I believed the In-
terosca Apaches should be removed there, I traveled
down the Valley of the Rio Grande as far
as old Fort Howe, and thence west.
ward by Fort Cummings to Fort Bayard.
At this point I saw soveral persons who recontly
talked with the man Ballard, who proposed to kill
“Chiseta” and “Ponce White, acting as guide
for Gen. O. O. Howard. Trom these persons I
Jearned that Bullard had entirely changed his mind
regarding the cffect of the peace mission of Gen.
IHoward, and now saill that the pcace effected with
Cochige had. contrary to his expectation, been pro-
auctive of the most beneficial results; that the Tue-
son road could now be traveled in safety, and that
the stock of the country was safe from molestation,
I may as well remark at this poiné tbat some feeling
existed at all points visited ; and while at first all
the sottlers were opposed to any negotiations with
Cochise, all preferring that he and his band should
bo hunted snd exterminated by the troops, they are

now thoroughly convinced ~ that  peace
is less expensive, and far more safe.
Should Gon. Howard to-day visit the

neighborhood, after the peace mnegotiationa with
Cochise, he would find a warm welcome, and vre-
ceive the thanks of the peonle for having vorotected
their lives and property by his individual exertions,
where other officers had failed with many ariny men
at their command.

The officers at Camp Bowie, and citizons general-
ly, concur in the opinion that the presence of
Coclise and his Indians upon the Chiricanhua Res-
ervation ig a protection to the Tucson road, as they
aid the troops in keeping the Apaches further north
from depredating along that road; and were there
no other reasons for their removal, I believe they
should be left there. But on this peint I shall have
more to sav a little further on.

After staying two days at Fort Bayard for repairs
upon my wagons, I left for Camp Bowie, attended Ly
military escort of seven men, kindly tendered by
Gen. T. C. Devon, commanding the troops in South.
ern Now Mexico. This 18 bardly a proper place to
enlarze upon the discomforts of the journey; suffice
it to say, that I do notrecommend itasa pleasure trip.
Upon my arrival at Camp Bowie, I received the hogs-
pitable attentions of the gentlemanly commanding
officer, Major S.S. Sumner, of the Fifth United States
Cavalry, and from him received many suggestions
that were of creat service in my future efforts. I
leatned that Cochise was lying very ill in the Dragon
Mountains, about forty miles distant, and that it was
feared he might die. To hear fear expressed that
the greatest and most wariike Apache might die,
sounded strange enough, but when I ascertained
that the areat chief retained in peace the wonderful
power and influence he had exercised in war, and
that he regarded his promises made to Gen. Howard
sacred and ngt to be violated npon any pretext what-
ever, I knew that it would be a calamity for the
frontier to lose him from the ranks of living men.

On the morning after my arrival at Camp Bowie I
started for the Indian Agency, some twelveor fifteen
miles distant, over oue of the worst mountain {rails
I have seen, accompanied by Capt. Haskell, of the
Twenty-third United States Infantry. ‘I more than
appreciated the attention of Capt. Haskell, because
infantry soldicrs do not often care to volunteer a
twenty-five or thirty mile ride on horseback mn a day
when the thermometer indicates nearly 100 degrees,

‘and the road liesover a rugged mountain traal. Upon
reaching the agency I found Arent Jeftords, and saw
o fow of tho Indians, and made an appointument to
meet thoe agent at Camp Boswie that nizht, that wo
might start early the following morning for Camp
Cochise. At this point I desire to sabmit a few re-
muarks upon a subject which may be a littlo outside
of the ivatructions with which I was fuvored, but
which I think it nccessary for the good of the scry-
ice 1 should notice. I found the agent living, and
tho suppliea stored, in boildings without doors, win-
daws, or {lyors, and those were erected by the agent
and his employes at littlo if any expense to the Gov-
ernment, My opinion is that these Indians should
be removed at the earliest practicable moment to the
Hot Springs Reservation. But if you decide other-
wise more permanent and comfortable bnildings
onght to be erected at once. The Goverameot sup-
vlies are cxposed to danger from the weather and
from thieves, and the agent, a c¢ommissioned
officer of the Government, is compelled tolive in a
way which scems a disgrace to the Government he
gerves. Before proceeding to deacribe my interview
with Cochise and his people, I will give two reasons
which seem to e to reqnire their removal.

First—The reservation is bounded on the south by
the XMexican State of Sonora, and while the Indians
refrain from depredating upon our gide ot the border,
they consider themaelves privileged to make incar-
sions into the Mexican territory. The Indians say :
*“ Why do you interfere with us for what we do to
the Mexicans I If we steal anything from you and
take it there they will buy it, and encouragze us to
continue to bring them satolen property.” Daring
the lifetime of Cochise he was able to do much to
control his band and prevent thess forays, but now
he is dead it is fearced they will be continued and ex-
aggerated.

Second—The rescrvation has so little arable land
that it would be impossible for the Indians to ever
become self-sustaining thero, even if they were in-
clived. X understand it to be the wish of the de-
parfment to teach tho Indians agricultare and other
useful arts, so that they may become producers as
well a8 consuwers, and for this reason they ought to
be removed to a country where they could be en-
couraged to make the effort.

The morning following my visit fo the agency, I
started in company with Agent Jeffords, to visit the
camp of Cochise. We followed the Tucson road to
Sulphur Springs, abont twenty-five miles west of
Camp Powie. At this point we met Tozay, the old-
est son of Cochise, and since his death the chiet of
the tribe, and several other Indians, and taking the
agent’s horse I rode on with them in advance of my
party, and arrived at the camp nearly an hour be-
fore tho agent and my men. The camp was located
on the top of a high butte, or foot hill, and com-
mandea & view of the surrounding valley as far as
the Chiricanhus Mountaing on the east, and as far
as the eyo can reach to the north and south, whilo
immediately in the®rear are the great Drazdon
Aountains. The place was well chosen for defonse,
and was probably selected for that purpose,

I found Cochise lying down, with his face toward
the east, and commanding, from whers he lay, an
extended view of the approaches to his camp. The
instinct of the warrior to guard against surprise evl.
dently still lingered with this dying man. The old
chief was suffering intensely, and I at firat thought
he wounld notoutlive the night, But Ifound a ready
welcome 238 8o0n as his son éxplained who I was, for
I had been expected, and when I gave him a photo-
graph of General Howard and myself, taken to.
gether, my introduction to his favor was complete.
The picture was frequently examined v the old
chief during my stay, and always followed by the
warmest expression of feeling of affection for the
General.

Soon after the arrval of Agent Jeffords and the
interpreter, I commenced a conversation. I found

-that Cochise had the greatest affection for Jeffords,
and was delighted 'to see him. T told Cochijse thas I
regretted seeiny him so il), and -that I wounld not,
worry him then, but would go away and come again
when he waa better. Buf he ipsisted ypon hearing
me then, and said he would soon die, and that I had
befter also talk with the suh-Mhiefs,  They R

accordingly summoned. After talking { for en honr I
fonnd Cochise go éxhansted that Y decided to leave
him for the hme. During that night he was uncon-
scious for several hours. 1 returned to Camp Bowie,
and, after remaining for three days, again went to
the Dragoon Mopuntains, and found Cochise still
alive, but appavently failing rapidly. A much longer
talk than’ before ensued, and while he expressed a
preference for their location, I became convinced
that, should he live, Agent Jeifords woulld have but
little difficulty in securing the removal of the In.
dians. .

During the second visit I found Cochise mounted
on his horse in front of his * Wickiup,” baving
been lifted tbere by his friends, showing his doter-
mination aud strength of will. Y asked him why he
did 80, and he replied that he wished to,bs mounted
once more before he died. The agent and myself
both feared he might dio while on his horse, and
probably he would have preferred such a death.

Uponthe Chiricanhua Reservation is another band
of Apuches, called alternately Southern ** Chiricau-
huas” and “ Pinery” Indians. In this band are
many of the Mogalou aud other Apaches, many of
whom have lived at Canada Allamoso. 'These In-
diaus cun be removed at any time, and many of them
would move themselves if permitted to go. Agent
Jeffords said he could give me 230 who would return
with me at once.

I sm convinced that shoull you decide to remove
these Indians, Agent Jettords could do so. Tiwmse
may Lo reqnﬁred but T would suggest that he first
take, or sond in charge of some good muap, all wio
are willing or wish té go, and with a luttle paticace
and porsoverance he could soon have all upoun the
Ho{ 8prings Reservation. I have seen no man who
bas 8o complete control over his Indians as Agent
Jeflords, and I am sure that if they were removed
he would be the best man to wrake arent at the Hot
Springa. He does not answer all the requirements
of an agent. Noue that I have seen did fill tho bill
in evory particular, Jeffords can and docs maintain
discipline, and ho has the influence to bring Indians
10 hig reservation and keep them there, and if they
z¢ away he generally knows where they have gone.
If the Apaches can be taught to work, Jeffords is the
man who can teach them. Other ihings may be
taught them later, whon they bave becowe scous-
tomed to the life upon the reservation.

Expecting daily the death of Cochise, and being
dosirous to learn what wight be the result, 1 lingered
vear his cawp until June 3, when I leff on my re-
turn. Having started late in the day the night was
passed at Sulphur Springs. On the morning of the
4th a war party was seen approaching, and on their
arrival it was found to consist of twenty-soven war-
riors nnder the command of Tozav. When asked
their purpose we were informed that it had been
ascertained that Cochise's illness was duo to tho
fact thatl an Indian of the Chiricauhiaa band had pe-
witched himw, and they were going for the witch to
compel him to cure their chief. The party were
thoroughly armed, baving among them eight breech-
loading guns, and all were well mounted. I asked
what would be the fate of the supposed witch if he
failed to cure Cochise, and was told they wonld
hang him io a tree and burn him to death, There
asemed no way of stopping them at the time, and
they went on to the other camp and secured their
man, and returned with him firmly tied upon his
horse. The agent believed he could save hig lifo at
the proper time, and I have no doubt did so.

Four days after my departure, namelv, June 8,
Cochise died, and his son, Tozay, became chief.
The feeling of Tozay is as friendly toward the
whitea as wes his father’s, but I fear he has not so
much inflanence over the tribe,

Of my return trip litthe need be said. It was long,
tedious, and fatiguing, and owing to the high water
in tho Rio Grande, which compelled me to travel
over a country without roads for a considerabie dis-
tance,and all the way over those not much traveled,
progreas was slsw and ditficult.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. EDWIN DUDLEY,
Superintendent Indian A ffairs.
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